Concentrations of murinoglobulin and alpha-macroglobulin in the mouse serum: variations with age, sex, strain, and experimental inflammation.
Serum levels of murinoglobulin and alpha-macroglobulin were low in newborn mice but increased during the prepubertal development. The adult levels of the two inhibitors were higher in males than in females in 8 inbred strains tested. Gonadectomy at 2 w of age did not significantly affect the prepubertal rise in the levels not only of the above two inhibitors but of contrapsin and alpha-1-antiprotease. The gonadectomy, however, abolished the sex differences seen in the adult levels of these inhibitors. The levels of murinoglobulin and alpha-macroglobulin reached their minimum at 12 h after inducing inflammation and returned to normal at 24 h. Little change was observed in the levels of contrapsin and alpha-1-antiprotease under the same inflammatory conditions.